6/23/69 


Dear Gary, 

^our letter of 6/l9, with enclosed letter to Dave ana to and from 
Edelmen, and your two larger mailings,, arrived yesterdays These inlcuded 
Playboy, Manchester’s Midday, the two weaver pis, True 11/58 and the Alvarez 
correspondence (Was Hennar referring toT&ixy&wsmifc&f: e book I do not have or 
recall?). X have resumed writing, have drafted six chapter of the second part 
of COUP and an pushing on it, and I expect to have to go to NYC Thureday, so, 
for me, I 1 !! be brief* 


Let me straighten one new thing out, your Deference to Fred,"that 
his relationship with you was dismembered by a combination of disagreements in 
letters and Li f ton from the other end*" About Lifton, I presume he had something 
to do with it if he could* The first part isn f t true, not even warranted by 
extension. Cut of a clear blue sky, bingl a nasty'’ letter* I sent you a copy of 
it any my reply* There had been no dsiagreement, no complaint or suggestion of 
one that I recall* I think it was my asking him for fact on Farewell* It was in 
repsonse to such a letter.* Lifton , tho little bag-exitang helper l 

Once earlier you had indicated the belief you held, that Lifton seeaed 
to know the content of my work, unpublished*, I think someone else also did* This 
disturbs me,, for X have let each of tha> 6 f6V/ with whom I deal in Calif know 
my feelings for him jtta and that when I send them things in confidence it means 
no o$a else*mYour reference to Nichols bothers me more, for that limits the 
spurces* It also indicates he has had verbal, not visual adeess. I wild try and 
explain in terms of your quotation. 


John did ask mo for an affidavit and for several others as a con- 
sequence of what he apparently didn’t knoe and of which I told him. in a long 
memo of which you have a copy. The government’s response in his syit was false 
in claiming noone is ever allowed to handle any of the tangible evidence* I 
told him that when Dick and Tom and I 7/ere there we had all handled it, and 
that on other occasions X had* He sent me a draft of the statement he hod 
prepared for Dick to sign, asked ma to get T om to make a similar one, and for 
one from me* X arranged for ^omis snfi made my own, adding to it much I ddeened 
relacant to the issue. I sent it iu roggh draft, ?;ben retyped and executed. 

I told him I had added what X believed he also wanted but that if this were not 
tho case, to let mo know or send me the language his lawyer wanted, ^is response 
was that his l&wyar liked it the way it was, that it was much better that v/ay • 
His "All Nichols apparently ’wanted was statements which showed that researchers 


have be en permitted to handle the evidence ". Nichols knev/ only of the cases and 
399, end that is all he asked for. It is I who converted this into "the evidence" 
end J ohn, from his comment, is tidkled* I haven’t tho slightest idea what he 
could rationally mean in saying "I think this affidavit could really muddy 
certain wsters, especially cs there is no distinction drawn between "pictures 
of a splice" end "splice". This also, however, may further limit. Let us take 
this aport: If John or his lawyer had been in any way dissatisfied, they’d have 


asked for whatever it is Dave is (I think) guessing that they want. Now, there 
is nothing in the affidavit of either pictures or splices, *ou have a copy. How- 
ever, separately, I called to his attention what Dick had not told me in the 
Archives, alas, that when I wasn’t with him in that room and he examined some 
negatives I didn’t, those represented ns taken through e comparison micro- 
scope were tv:o in each case, in each case pasted together* Then a print wap made. 
Id this is true it could be highly significant and is fakery. I suggested that 
he should check this out and asked him if he wonted me to. I also suggested 
he ask certain certifications of the Archivitt* I am confident I sent you and 
Paul and only the two of you copies <Hf this. I do not think I mentioned it 
directly to Hel,but ^ might have. I do not know what he means by asking "Could 
Harold have choseb something else he has examined is in order to make his point?" 
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This is either fishing of some obtuse sort or o misunderstanding of what he had 
been told or a misunderstood accounting given him or a combination. Read the aff . 
and see for yourself* 

1st think the great distortion eliminates J ohn as a source. That 
would seem to leave Paulxshd Hal or ^im. Any one shakos me, for ~ have been so 
blunt on thisi I have no basis for selection. However, after the Paul R tiling I 
asked Paul not to permit the making of sny unnecessary copies. If he hasn't and 
^al or Jim has read what I sent and not really comprehended it, this could 
follow. 


Thi 3 ipatter isxnow in a different category. I continue not to care 
about the behind -the -back defamations, but I would like to have everything you 
have indicating leaks and their possiblle origin(s). £ think tbit is vital, per- 
haps literally. I think it may be enough to put Li ft on, sane or not, in a dif- 
ferent cstegrsy also. As you rut it, all the wey. But not necessarily alone. Pred 
may be his fall guy on other things thn you suggest, perhaps toll the way”. 

I fear what he says and thinks that to mo is wierd may be exciting 
to Hal, who could well credit what you and X would not. I think Paul has per- 
haps some slight doubt hut thinks him a sincere, unselfish critic. Of him and 
jin I knew nothing. 

From now on I’ll have to be more caroful about some things. If my 
work is to be mine and more, if it is not to be open to opposition before it is 
completed, this will have to extend to everything i intend publishing. 

On your contact in England, there is something I would lime but 
do not require* 1 would not want him asked to try and get it if &e would 
spread copies. Xn this case it is entirely literary selfishness that imepls 
me to mate this stipulation. 1 have an enozmous investment in COUP and I do not 
want it vitiated. It will be important without this. But others using this if 
I pinpoint it couli take the edge off. That would bo ruinous to no. I have 
made repeated and serious efforts to get the evidence used against in court . 

RayBs lawyer, the U3 embassy, the H^g office, and tic court, all have it. If it 
means copying that is too expensive (assuming he is not denied it for me), with a 
list of the affidavits, I would specify. Before asking him to try, make this 
stipulation. If he is agreeable, I will then write and. toll him whafc X ho done 
so he can either avoid it or try a possibly better moans. If ho is not willing 
to keep thi 3 for me, I do not want it done. ’Then you soo tho additions to COUP 
I think you will better understand mo. If ho does and oands it to you, moke a 
copy for yourself and we can go over it together. X qu may sob v/b-t I do not. I f ll 
send you what I see. In asking him, do not soy what.itsis, but do specify 
official records that should b9 public and to which there may be opposition. Also 
warn him of the possibility of retaliation, for vze do not want him to walk into 
anything that might hurt him. This is especially true if ho is an American. 

No time for more. Gotta work. I know you want your letter to 

dove back. 1*11 copy it soon and return. I plan bo read the other things on tho 
way to NYC Thursday, and I’ll copy and return after I return, or as noon as I 
can get free enough. I have the Paramilitary Right piece and will not copy, but 
will save for them for postage and insurance reasons. VThat I’d like, if you can 
find the tine, is n snail slip of paper with a list of whet X’m to return so 
that after New York I can keep it by the machine and check it off as I do it. I’m 
also getting to the bottom o that box of paper. I do not want, by mistake, to 
overlook anything, and when I’m arway, wor j ng on other things, as this time, some 
of thorn complicated, vrith the vaulting on y mind, then ai.1 of this gets mixed 
in, then I get mail on other things, well, there is a chance. Sorry about the 
type 3 again. Russ is h. 9 ro, by the way, until aonie time tomorrow, has left 
Chi and for a short period will be in ITYO. I think you have not been in couch. 
Lest minute: has Bernabei been in -couch with Lifton? Best, 


